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CUNEIFORM TABLETS IN THE MUSEUM

The Horn Archaeological Museum houses approximately 3000 cuneiform tablets. The
first tablets arrived in 1951 as a gift from Norwegian Seminary, but the bulk of the
collection was acquired by a purchase from the Hartford Theological Seminary Foundation
in Connecticut, which was originally negotiated In 1973 by Dr. Siegfried H. Horn. The
Seminary had a well-established reputation for Near Eastern Studies (Hebrew and Arabic),
and had acquired a large collection of cuneiform tablets, as well as a number of Egypt­
ian objects, at the turn of the century. When the Seminary closed its doors, its hold­
ings were dispersed, and the cuneiform collection came to Andrews University.

The tablets span about 2000 years; the oldest (AUAM 73.3220) may be dated to about
2300 B.C., while the latest are Neo-BabyIonian or Achaemenid, about 600 B.C. The bulk
of the collection - approximately 2000 tablets - is from the Ur III period (2100-2000
B.C.). The tablets may be classified broadly as follows: (1) Archival, (2) Monumental,
and (3) Canonical.

(1) Archival texts reserve economic and administrative data which were considered
important enough to be recorded. Most of the archival texts of the Ur III period come
from the cattle center of Drehem; they deal with the receipt of cattle from various
cities of the Sumerian amphictyony, and with the shipment of cattle to the religious
center of Nippur. A much smaller group of tablets from Umma is mostly concerned with
gurus-serfs who do agricultural work or dig canals.

Many of these tablets are sealed. After the text was written, the official in
charge would impress or roll his seal over the signs, rendering any subsequent modifi­
cation of the tablet Impossible.

From the latter part of the Old Babylonian period (2000-1600 B.C.) there are a
number of field-rental contracts, as well as several letters. These tablets, in con­
trast to those of the Ur III period, are generally in a poor state of preservation,
the Neo-BabyIonian tablets, which I have not studied in detail, are also economic texts.

These archival tablets often convey only small bits or information which can, never­
theless, prove a valuable source for the social and economic history of any given period.
It Is of the utmost Interest to examine these ancient texts - separated from us by 4000
years - in order to discern the structure of an ancient society and the way it was af­
fected by economic and political pressures.

(2) There are only a few monumental inscriptions in the collection. On display in
the exhibition hall are a slab containing two royal inscriptions and bricks bearing the
royal seal of Nebuchadnezzar. There are also some clay pegs which mention the construc­
tion of a temple. These pegs were fixed in the walls of the temple and covered with
plaster. They were not intended to be read by the ordinary worshippers, but anyone re­
building the temple would discover the pegs and learn from them the details of its inltta
construction. One might also classify as monumental Inscriptions seals such as those
discussed above.
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(3) Canonical texts are those which were used in the curricula of the scribal schools.

During the course of time, these texts evolved into a literary canon in a manner com­
parable to the formation of the biblical canon. The major cuneiform canons covered all
braches of ancient thought, but there are only a few examples in the Andrews University
collection: two birth incantations; some bilingual (Sumerian and Akkadian) lexicaltexts;
and some mathematical texts (sexagesimal multiplication tablets).

Until now most of this material - a few tablets published by E. Sollberger a n ^ ^ ^ p
Goetze excepted - has been inaccessible to the scholarly world. Since the transfer of
the collection to Andrews University, the author has spent three successive summers
copying tablets from the Ur III and Old Babylonian periods. These handcopies will be
published in four volumes by Undena Press (Malibu, California) in collaboration with
Andrews University Press, under the title Andrews University Cuneiform Texts (AUCT)♦
The second volume in the series will include, in addition to hand-copies, drawings of
the seals. Those tablets with Identical seals have been grouped together, so that the
artist might attempt to reconstruct the original seal in each case.

Mr. V. Crawford of the Metropolitan Museum of Art In New York City copied approx­
imately fifty of the tablets during his graduate studies at Yale University. These
hitherto unpublished texts, which should comprise the fifth volume of AUCT, are now
being studied jointly by the author and Professor Aaron Schaffer of Hebrew University
Dr. C. Kuhne of Marburg is scheduled to publish twenty Old Babylonian tablets, and Dr.
D. Weisberg of Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, and Dr. J. Brinkman of the Oriental
Institute of Chicago are responsible for the publication of the Neo-BabyIonian material.
It is our hope that the definitive publication of the entire Andrews University col­
lection can be completed in a relatively short time.

R MARCEL SIGRIST
JERUSALEM

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

HOW WRITING BEGAN

Among the extraordinary achievements of the ancient Near East, few are as Important
as the invention of writing. The very definition of history and civilization is tied
inextricably to this monumental discovery. An era Is "pre-historic” before the invention
of writing and any society - even one of the present day - is often labeled "primitive”
if it lacks the written word.

The earliest writing system is found at Sumer. It began some time before 3000 B.C.
as a plctographic system. Pictures were used to tell a story or show a simple action.
Gradually, the pictures of objects were used to indicate concepts which were relatedto
them. Thus, a foot might also represent "standing" or "carrying" while two wavy
symbolizing "water" might also mean "flood." Though this system successfully c o n v ^ ^ B
messages concerning real objects, abstract concepts were beyond its capacity. Suct^^^
sophisticated concepts only became comprehensible through the development of the "rebus"
principle. By this system, a picture would be used to repsent an abstract concept with
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th e  same s o u n d . An E n g l is h  e q u iv a le n t  would be th e  u se  o f a
p i c t u r e  o f an  eye  f o r  th e  word ” 1” o r  t h a t  o f a s to n e  w e ig h t
f o r  th e  v e rb  ’’w a i t . ” The re b u s  p r i n c i p l e  le d  to  th e  t r a n s ­
fo rm a t io n  o f th e  p ic to g r a p h s  (more commonly c a l l e d  " lo g o g ra m s” )
in to  s y l l a b l e s .  T h is  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  p e rm it te d  th e  w r i t i n g  o f
g ra m m a tic a l e le m e n ts  and th e  s p e l l i n g  o u t o f com plex w ords in
s y l l a b l e s .

Sum erian  i n s c r i p t i o n s  w ere  g e n e r a l ly  w r i t t e n  on s o f t  c la y
w ith  th e  a id  o f  a re e d  s t y l u s .  T h is  in s tru m e n t p roduced
s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  w ith  w edge-shaped  h ead s  and le d  to  th e  s im p l i ­
f i c a t i o n  and s t y l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  p ic to g r a p h s .  Use o f
th e  s t y l u s  on c la y  a l s o  changed th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  s c r i p t .
I n s te a d  o f b e in g  w r i t t e n  from  to p  to  b o ttom  a s  th e  e a r l y  p i c t o ­
g ra p h s  w e re , th e  w edge-shaped  o r  c u n e ifo rm  s ig n s  w ere  tu rn e d
90° and w r i t t e n  from  l e f t  to  r i g h t .  T h is  became i t s  perm anen t
d i r e c t i o n .

The c o n v e n ie n c e  and f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  th e  Sum erian  system
a t t r a c t e d  Sum er’ s S e m itic  n e ig h b o r s ,  th e  A k k a d ian s , who a d o p ted
th e  c u n e ifo rm  c h a r a c t e r s  and a d a p te d  th e  s y l l a b a r y  to  t h e i r
own la n g u a g e . L a te r ,  d u r in g  th e  tim e  o f Hammurabi, th e
B ab y lo n ian s  s im p l i f i e d  t h i s  s y l l a b a r y  to  th e  p o in t  t h a t  know l­
edge o f  l e s s  th a n  two h undred  s ig n s  re n d e re d  one b a s c i a l l y
l i t e r a t e .  In  su b se q u e n t p e r io d s ,  g r e a t e r  c o m p le x ity  would
r e t u r n ,  th e re b y  r e s t r i c t i n g  l i t e r a c y  to  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c r i b e s .

S c h o la rs  g e n e r a l ly  h o ld  t h a t  th e  a n c i e n t  E g y p tia n s
a d o p te d  th e  p l c to g r a p h ic  p r i n c i p l e s  o f th e  S um erian  w r i t i n g
sy ste m  j u s t  b e f o r e  th e  r i s e  o f  th e  F i r s t  D ynasty  a ro u n d  3000
B.C. U n lik e  S u m e rian , th e s e  E g y p tia n  " h ie r o g ly p h s ” d e v e lo p ed
on s to n e  and rem a in ed  r e l a t i v e l y  c o n s i s t e n t  in  form  th ro u g h o u t
t h e i r  h i s t o r y .  M o reo v er, th e y  w ere c o n so n a n ta l  r a t h e r  th a n
s y l l a b i c .  In  E n g l is h  e q u iv a le n c e ,  t h i s  would mean t h a t  a
p i c t u r e  o f a b a l l  c o u ld  s ta n d  f o r  any word w ith  th e  c o n so n a n ts
b l  such  a s  ’’b i l l ” o r  ’’b u l l . ” The e x a c t  m eaning o f th e  word

Greek w ould be c l a r i f i e d  by p h o n e t ic  c om plem en ts, d e te r m in a t iv e s
1st century AD and c o n te x t .  Each h ie ro g ly p h  c o u ld  s ta n d  f o r  betw een  one and

th r e e  c o n so n a n ts  and th u s ,  in  E g y p tia n  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
t r u e  a lp h a b e t  e x i s t e d .  H ow ever, t h i s  le a p  o f p ro g r e s s  n e v e r  o c c u r re d  w ith in

th e  E g y p tia n  sy s te m . I n s t e a d ,  th e  f i r s t  a lp h a b e ts  w ould be p roduced  by th e  S e m itic  s p e a k e rs
o f th e  S i n a i ,  C anaan and S y r ia .

For a l l  t h e i r  i n g e n u i ty ,  th e  p l c to g r a p h ic  and s y l l a b i c  w r i t i n g  sy ste m s  w ere  cum ber­
some and l i m i t i n g .  The v a s t  number o f  s ig n s  w hich  w ere  r e q u i r e d  m e m o riz a tio n  in  o r d e r  to
re a c h  th e  p la t e a u  o f  l i t e r a c y  g e n e r a l ly  made th e s e  sy s te m s  i n a c c e s s ib l e  to  a l l  b u t  th e
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c r i b e .  The need f o r  a  s im p le r  w r i t i n g  form  was e v e n tu a l ly  met by th e  d e v e l ­

o pm en t o f a l p h a b e t i c  sy s te m s  a t  th e  c r o s s r o a d s  betw een  Egypt and M esopotam ia . The e a r l i e s t
■ I p h a b e t l c  form s known w ere  found in  th e  S in a i  and d a te  to  a b o u t 1500 B .C . A lthough  c u n e ­
i f o r m  s ig n s  w ere u sed  to  w r i t e  th e  a lp h a b e t  a t  th e  C a n a a n ite  c i t y  o f U g a r i t  in  th e  14th
c e n tu r y ,  th e  e a r l i e s t  and l a s t i n g  a lp h a b e t i c  form s began  w ith  p i c t u r e s .  H ow ever, in  th e
P r o t o - S i n a i t i c  s c r i p t  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  a lp h a b e t ,  in s te a d  o f u s in g  th e  p i c t u r e  to  r e p r s e n t
th e  o b je c t  show n, o r  a s y l l a b i c  o r  c o n s o n a n ta l  p a t t e r n  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  i t ,  each  p i c t u r e
s to o d  f o r  o n ly  one so u n d , t h a t  o f  th e  f i r s t  c o n so n a n t o f w hat was shown. To be more
s p e c i f i c ,  l e t  us ta k e  th e  two l e t t e r s  from  w hich  th e  word " a lp h a b e t"  com es: th e  " a lp h a ”
and th e  " b e t . "  The g e n e ra l  S e m itic  word f o r  "o x " i s  a lp  and th e  w r i t e r s  o f P r o t o - S i n a i t i c
drew  th e  head o f  an ox to  s ta n d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  c o n so n a n ta l  sound o f  t h a t  w ord . S im i l a r l y ,
th e  S e m itic  word fo r  "h o u se "  i s  b e t  and th e  l e t t e r  w a r  drawn a s  a s q u a re  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e
o u t l i n e  o f a b u i l d in g .  So th e  p i c t u r e  s ta n d s  f o r  th e  sound o f  ”b . "

By th e  13 th  and 1 2 th  c e n t u r i e s  B .C. th e s e  P r o t o - S i n a i t i c  p i c t u r e  form s had become
more s t y l i z e d  in  a g e n e ra l  P r o to -C a n a a n i te  a lp h a b e t  w hich  was u sed  a lo n g  th e  c o a s t la n d s
o f th e  e a s t e r n  M e d i te r ra n e a n . P r o to -C a n a a n i te  was w r i t t e n  w ith  no s p e c ia l  commitment to
th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f th e  l e t t e r s .  Som etim es th e  l e t t e r s  would a p p e a r  from  r i g h t  to  l e f t ,



sometimes from l e f t  to  r ig h t  and sometimes they  would a l t e r n a t e  d i r e c t io n  from l in e  to
l i n e .  The e a r l i e s t  Hebrew in s c r ip t io n  d a te s  from about 1200 B.C. and comes from Tel
Aphek near modern Tel Aviv. At th i s  tim e th e  s c r i p t  o f Hebrew and th a t  of r e la te d
C anaan ite  d ia l e c t s  were in d is t in g u is h a b le .  S low ly, se p a ra te  P h oen ic ian  and Hebrew s c r ip t s
began to  emerge and by 850 B.C. Aramaic s c r i p t  had developed d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a tu r e s .
th e se  th re e  major C anaan ite  a lp h a b e ts ,  the  s c r i p t s  of the  Ammonites, M oabites and I ^ ^ B te s
emerged. With the  r i s e  of the  P e rs ia n  Empire in  539 B.C. Aramaic became th e  l in g u a ^ ^ a n c a
o f th e  Near E ast and i t s  s c r i p t  soon d isp la c e d  the  o th e r  n a t io n a l  a lp h a b e ts .  Indeed , the
modern Hebrew p r in te d  s c r i p t  i s  a c tu a l ly  a form of Aramaic.

S em itic  a lp h a b e ts  were not the  on ly  ones to  develop from th e  e a r ly  forms of Canaan
and S in a i . Beginning about 1100 B.C. , the  Greeks seem to  have borrowed th e  P hoen ician
a lp h ab e t and adapted  i t  to  th e i r  own language. They added a m ajor Inno v a tio n  -  th e  use
of vowel l e t t e r s .  By around 800, a c t iv e  Greek in s c r ip t io n s  u t i l i z i n g  the  Phoen ician
a lp h ab e t a re  e x ta n t .  From th e  Greek a lp h a b e t ,  th e  L a tin  o r  Roman a lp h ab e t grew and i t  i s
of course  from th e  L a tin  a lp h ab e t th a t  the  l e t t e r s  used to  w r i te  t h i s  a r t i c l e  e v e n tu a lly
d ev eloped .

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

GOOD READING IN ARCHAEOLOGY

Continued from the p rev io u s N e w s le tte r .

IV. ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE HOLY LAND

A lb r ig h t, W illiam  F . ,  The A rchaeology of P a le s t in e  (B a ltim o re , 1961).

A rch aeo lo g ica l I n s t i t u t e  of A m erica, A rch aeo lo g ica l D isc o v e rie s  in  the  Holy Land
(New York, 1967).

G lueck, N elson, The O ther S ide o f th e  Jo rdan  (Cambridge, M ass., 1970).

H arding, G. L a n k e ste r , The A n t iq u i t ie s  of Jo rdan  (New York, 1959).

Kenyon, K athleen  M., Archaeology in  th e  Holy Land (New York, 1970).

Kenyon, K athleen  M ., Je ru sa lem : E xcavating  3000 Years of H is to ry  (New York, 1967).

Kenyon, K athleen  M ., Royal C i t i e s  of th e  Old Testam ent (New York, 1971).

S anders, James A ., Essays in  Honor of Nelson G lueck: Near E aste rn  A rchaeology in  h
T w entie th  C entury (New York, 1970). |

Y adin, Y lg ae l, Bar-Kokhba (New York, 1971).

Y adin, Y lg ae l, Hazor (New York, 1975).

Y adin, Y lg a e l, Masada (New York, 1966).

Y adin, Y igael ( e d . ) ,  Je ru sa lem  R evealed (New Haven, 1976).

V. ARCHAEOLOGY AND EGYPT

A ldred , C y r i l ,  Akhenaten (London, 1968).

A ldred , C y r i l ,  The Egypt Lans (New York, 1966).

M ontet, P ie r r e ,  Egypt and the  B ib le , t r a n s .  L.R. Keylock (P h ila d e lp h ia , 1968).
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VI. ARCHAEOLOGY AND MESOPOTAMIA

Kramer, Samuel Noah, and the  E d ito rs  of T im e-L ife Books, C rad le  of C iv i l iz a t io n
(New York, 1967).

Kramer, Samuel Noah, H is to ry  Begins At Sumer (New York, 1959).

Kramer, Samuel Noah, The Sum erians (C hicago, 1963).

W oolley, C. L eonard, Digging Up the  P a s t (New York, 1931).

V II. ILLUSTRATED WORKS

Avi-Yonah, M ichael, e t  a l . ,  ( e d s . ) ,  I l l u s t r a t e d  World of th e  B ib le , 5 v o ls .  (New
York, 1961).

Edwards, I .E .S . ,  T reasu re s of Tutankhamun (London, 1972).

F ra n c is ,  F rank, T reasu re s  o f th e  B r i t i s h  Museum (London, 1971).

N a tio n a l Geographic S o c ie ty , Everyday L ife  in  A ncient T im es.

P r i tc h a rd ,  James B ., A ncient Near E aste rn  P ic tu re s  R e la tin g  to  the Old Testam ent
(P r in c e to n , 1969).

Views of the  B ib l ic a l  W orld, 5 v o ls .  (Je ru sa le m , 1961).

Y adin , Y igae1, The A rt of W arfare in  B ib l ic a l  Lands in  the  L igh t of A rch aeo lo g ica l
Study , 2 v o ls .  (New York, 1963).

V III .  ARCHAEOLOGICAL REFERENCE WORKS

Avi-Yonah, M ichael ( e d . ) ,  E ncyclopedia of A rch aeo lo g ica l E xcavations in  th e  Holy
Land, 4 v o ls .  (Je ru sa le m , 1978).

Horn, S ie g f r ie d  H ., Seven th -day  A d ev en tis t B ib le  D ic tio n a ry (W ashington, D .C ., 1960).

May, H erb ert G. ( e d . ) ,  Oxford B ib le  A tla s  (London, 1962).

Negev, Avraham ( e d . ) ,  A rch aeo lo g ica l E ncyclopedia  of th e  Holy Land (New York, 1972).

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

STAFF CHANGE

A fte r  n e a r ly  n ine  y ea rs  as A s s is ta n t  C u ra to r  of the  Horn A rchaeo log ica l Museinn,
Dr. Eugenia N itowski has l e f t  fo r  a new p o s i t io n  a t  the  U n iv e rs ity  of U tah. During the
y ea rs  when Dr. N itow ski was A s s is ta n t  C u ra to r the  museum has seen c o n s id e ra b le  grow th,
e s p e c ia l ly  in  term s of the  a c q u is i t io n  of new o b je c ts .  There has a ls o  been expansion
of the p h y sic a l f a c i l i t i e s  of th e  museum w ith  g r e a t ly  en larged  d isp la y  a rea  and work/
study space made a v a i la b le  fo r  s tu d e n ts  and v i s i t i n g  s c h o la rs .  We wish her a l l  su ccess
in her new r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  of U tah.

B jo rnar S t o r f j e l l  who tau g h t a t  M iddle East C ollege  In B e iru t ,  Lebanon b e fo re
coming to  Andrews U n iv e rs ity  as a d o c to ra l s tu d e n t in  A rchaeology and A ncient H isto ry
w i l l  assume, th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  of the  A s s is ta n t  C u ra to r .



6

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SPECIAL EXHIBITS:

’’Egypt and the Bible” (Featuring original paintings by John Hackwell)
H orn A r c h a e o lo g i c a l  M useum March 18 - April 14, 1980

’’Coins of the Bible Lands”
H orn A r c h a e o lo g i c a l  Museum

(Sponsored by Michigan Council for Humanities)
April 20 - May 18, 1980

SPRING LECTURE SERIES:

’’Health and Medical Practice in Ancient Egypt” (illustrated)
Reuben Hubbard, Assistant Professor of Health Education, Loma Linda University
H orn A r c h a e o lo g i c a l  M useum Monday, March 24, 1980, 8:00 p.m.

"The Lighting of the Lamps” (Participate in early Christian ritual)
Eugenia L. Nitowski, Research Assistant, University of Utah
H orn A r c h a e o lo g i c a l  M useum Easter Sunday, April 6, 1980, 8:00 p.m.

”X-Paylng the Pharaohs” (illustrated)
John Reeves, Assistant Professor of Religion, Loma Linda University
S e m in a r y  H a l l  C h a p e l Monday, April 14, 1980, 10:30 a.m.

Ancient China’s Burled Army Uncovered” (illustrated)
John Reeves, Assistant Professor of Religion, Loma Linda University
H orn A r c h a e o lo g i c a l  M useum Monday, April 14, 1980, 8:00 p.m.

"Coins of the Bible Lands” (illustrated)
Stan Hudson, Curator, Coins of the Bible Lands Exhibit
H orn A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  M useum Sunday, April 20, 1980, 8:00 p.m.

"The Coins of Heshbon" (illustrated)
Abraham Terian, Assistant Professor of Intertestamenta I Studies, Andrews
Universltv
H o m  A r c h a e o lo g i c a l  M useum Sunday, April 27, l<>80, 8:00 p.m.

"A Tour of the Frontiers of the Roman Empire” (illustrated)
John W. Eadie, Professor of Roman History, University of Michigan
H orn A r c h a e o lo g i c a l  M useum Monday, April 28, 1980, 8:00 p.m.

"The Use of Coins in Archaeological Dating” (illustrated)
Bjornar Storflell, Assistant Curator, Horn Archaeological Museum
H orn A r c h a e o lo g i c a l  M useum Sunday, May 18, 1980, 8:00 p.m.

PUBLIC BROADCASTING SERVICE TELEVISION SERIES:

Seeking I he First Americans, Smn/ov A p iil (> <»/ 8 |>m
Archaeologists from Texas to Alaska search for clues to the identity
of the first people to tread the American continent the early hunt
ers who Iwtween 11,000 and SO,000 years ago crossed the Bering
St ia it in pursuit of game

N!ai, The Story of a !Kimg Woman, Srim/ov, A pril I 3 at X pm
In 1950 Nfai was a child roaming the African hush w ith  a small hand
of hunter gatherers. Today she lives w ith  KOO people on a govern
merit settlement From film  spanning 2K years w ith  the 'Kung
hushmen, John Marshall has produced an intimate portrait of one
woman and a vanishing waV of life
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Franz. Ro.is (1858-1942), Su/»<L»y. A pril 20 ,it 8 pm
Studying the Indians on the northwest coast of America was an odd
career for a young German physicist in the late 19th century Rut by
virtue of his fieldwork w ith the Kwakiutl, his involvement w ith

^useum s, his teachings, and his theories on race, Franz Roas
singularIv responsible for shaping the course of anthropology

^^V m crica .

Shipwreck: La Trinidad Valencera, Similar. A p ril 27 at 8 pm
The wreck of l  a THnidad Valencera. the fourth largest ship in the
Spanish Armada, was discovered by amateur divers in 30 feet of
water off the coast of Ireland Their finds, ranging from bronze
cannons to leather shoes, te ll a unique story of life on a 16th
century warship

I he Incas, Sunday, May 4 at 8 pm
In just l(X) years the Incas created an empire that stretched more
than 350,000 square miles across some of the world's highest inoun
tains Three archaeologists trace the extensive network of roads,
towns, and agricultural regions responsible for the prosperity of
these 16-century Peruvians.

Ongka’s Rig Afofcrr, S im ila r Mav 11 at 8 pm
In the New Guinea highlands a man's prestige and authority derive
in large part from his ability to organize lavish ceremonial presenta
tionsof gifts, calledmo/cn Ongka, aKawelka "big man," organizes a
huge moka of 6(X) pigs, rare birds, and even a truck in order
to establish political alliances w ith  other tribes and advance his
own career.
Other People's Garbage, Similar. M ar 18 at X pm
Although written documents recount more than 350 years of events
in America, they reveal litt le  about what day to day life was like
Historical archaeologists at three sites across tile United States are
uncovering a clearer, and often very different, story of the recent past
than we've ever known.

Maasai Women, Simdm M ar ’ > al 8 pm
The program explores the role of women, young and old, among the
Maasai of Kenya, a pastoral society in which cattle are the main
sources of sustenance and wealth.

The ( h.ico l egacy. Son /oo< I al 8 pm
Ovcr9(X) years ago the inhabitants of Chaco Canyon, New Mexico,
undertook one of the most comprehensive building projects ever—
an extensive water-control system, a network of roads connecting
70 pueblos, and several mammoth structures such as the 8(X) room
Pueblo Bonito How and why these people developed such a sophis­
ticated technology is only now becoming clear after 50 years
of study

C rrr  Hunters of Mistassini, Simdax lime 8 at 8 pm
Each w inter the Cree Indians of Canada trek northward to hunt and
trap game Families join together to build logcabins and prepare for
the cold months in much the same way that their forefathers did
thousands of years ago

Key To f he I and of Silence, Sino/.iv lmi< I .5 8 pm
U n til a lieutenant in Napoleon's army discovered the Rosetta Stone
in 1799, litt le  was known about the mysterious markings on Egyp
tian monuments, twenty five years later, a young Frenchman, |can-
Franqois Champoilton, finally decoded the hieroglyphs, the key to
understanding life in ancient Egypt.

I he Saktnldei, 'mndax lim> ' ’ al K pm
The Sakuddci lifestyle centers around a spiritual harmony w ith the
souls of their ancestors and their pingle environment The Indone
sian government is developing programs to provide them w ith
schools, clinics, and new houses, even though these efforts w ill
disrupt the Sakuddci way of life.

Public Broadcasting Associates have developed a Guide to six of the above programs,
Seeking The First Americans; N.’al, The Story of a iKung Woman; Franz Boas (1858-1942);
The Inca Empire; Other People’s Garbage; The Chaco Legacy. The Guide consists of four
sections for each program. The Film: Each of the six programs is first briefly summa­
rized. These descriptions will help you to assess how the programs would be best applied
to your classes. Before the Film: Following the film summaries there is a section
intended to stimulate thought and discussion before actually seeing the film. Here you
will find background Information and questions that will help prepare your students to
be Informed viewers. What To Watch For and Think About: This section is designed to
help your students be alert to both specific events in the film— including unlocking the
meaning of unfamiliar words from their context— and to more general ideas. You may wish
to return to some of the ideas found in this section when you discuss the film.
Bibliography: The bibliography gives you a readily accessible list of references that
both students and teachers can turn to for further information.

This Guide is available free of charge to members of the Horn Archaeological Museum
by sending your request to: Horn Archaeological Museum, Andrews University, Berrien
Springs, MI 49104 or you may call (616) 471-3273.

★*★*★*★*****★*★*★*★★★★♦★★***★★★*★*★****★**★★***★★★*★★★★★★★★★***★**★★★*★***★*★★*★*★★★***★*****★*★**★*

Do you want to see a specific topic discussed In the Newsletter? Do you have any
comments or suggestions to make? We would be glad to hear from you. Send your
letter to:

Horn Archaeological Museum
Andrews University or call: (616) 471-3273
Berrien Springs, MI 4Q1O4
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