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The in it ia l season at Te ll
el-Hjmeiri is now history. What was
a cco m p lish e d  and what is its
s ign ificance? Even the firs t drafts
of most prelim inary specialty reports
are not yet in so It is obv ious ly
p rem a tu re  to a tte m p t a d e fin it iv e
answer to those questions. Much
can be said, however. What follows
is a re p o rt In em bryo fo r s ta ff,
friends, and supporters.

In general, the results exceeded
our expecta tions. This is due to
the in trins ic  Importance of the site
w h ich has h ith e rto  gone la rg e ly
u n re co g n ize d , the q u a lity  of the
efforts of staff members who worked
toge the r co o p e ra tive ly  as a team ,
our c o lle c t iv e  exp e rie n ce  and
insights gained from the preceding
work at Te ll Hesban, and the
blessings of God.

For the b e n e fit of those
una cqua in ted  w ith the p ro je c t le t
me make some o th e r g e n e ra l
rem arks be fo re  p ro ce e d in g  to a
more detailed report of our findings.
First of all, why was this particular
s ite  chosen  fo r in ve s tig a tio n ?
Sixteen years ago. In the summer
of 1968, Andrew s U n ive rs ity , in
cooperation with the Department of
A n tiq u itie s  in Jo rdan  and the
A m erican  S choo ls  of O rie n ta l
Research, began its Investigations of
the natural and cu ltu ra l h is tory of
the Madaba Plains area east of the
n o rth e rn  end of the Dead Sea.
During six seasons of archaeological
excava tions at T e ll Hesban and
num erous surveys of the  re g io n
within a 10km radius of that site as

w ell as sus ta ined  subsequen t
inqu iry , we have begun to Identify
some of the actors Involved in the
h is to r ic a l dram a produced  in the
reg ion. Also com ing to lig h t are
the stage (or natural environm ent)
upon which this drama was enacted
and the outlines of the scrip t (the
cu ltu ra l b lu e p rin t by which human
activ ity was governed) which these
actors appear to have followed.

The purpose of the new f ie ld
e ffo rt from  June 18 to A ugust 8,
1984, centered at Tell el-AJmeirl in
the foothills of the northern edge of
the Madaba Plains, was to enable
our su rve y /d lg  team  to beg in  to
validate and elaborate the account
which our e ffo rts  have y ie lded  to
date. S p e c if ic a lly , we w ished to
expand the te m p o ra l and sp a tia l
frame of our investigations so as to
be able to test hypotheses derived
from our limited Inquiries at Hesban
and its vicinity using a wider range
of c u ltu ra l m a te ria ls  and g re a tly
improved methods of instrumentation
and In fo rm ation processing . Most
re a d e rs  w ill know tha t we had
hoped to achieve this at Tell Jalul.
s ta rt in g  In 1982. but p o lit ic a l
c o n s id e ra tio n s  In the Madaba
Region prevented us from carry ing
out our goa ls . W hile postpon ing
that phase of the p ro je c t we fe lt
we cou ld  ach ieve  m ost of our
im m ed ia te  goa ls  by fo cu s in g  our
work at this alternate Madaba Plains
s ite  w ith  a s im ila r  o ccu p a tio n
history to Jalul.

What is the ancient Identification
for Tell eHUmelri? This is not yet
known

though Robert ibach  has
suggested It to be Amorite Heshbon
(cf. Numbers 21:21-30) while Donald
Redford considers it to be B ib lica l
Abel-keram lm  (cf. Judges 11:33). .
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myself have wondered if it might be one of
the towns mentioned in Jeremiah 48:21-25.

W here exactly  is th is  s ite? 'U m e iri is
10km south of Am m an's Seventh C irc le  by
the new a irpo rt freeway and stands at the
narrow northern end of the Wadi el-Musaba»
<at. The name actually applies to three tells
roughly 250m apart, now divided not only by
the wadi but also the freeway. Because of
the new road , the e n tire  reg io n  is now
open to a c tiv ity  d e s tru c tiv e  of a n c ie n t
remains. In a sense our entire project can
be seen as a sa lvage e ffo rt. The
northeastern tell is the latest in terms of its
occupa tion  h istory: Is lam ic Period. The
southeastern te ll is sm aller and ea rlie r in
term s of occupa tion : H e lle n is tic . Roman,
and Byzantine Periods. The western tell is
largest, approximately 16 acres in size and
higher -  ca. 900m in elevation, some 60m
above the wadi. At its base is the only
m ajor natura l water source in the d is tr ic t
between Amman and Madaba. The slopes
of the te ll incorporate  several te rraces but
rise  steeply on all s ides except the west
where the hill jo ins a ridge. Considerable
evidence of a rch itec tu re  is to be seen on
the s ite , e sp e c ia lly  on the sum m it. The
summit, though irre g u la r, is fa irly  flat. It
d rops o ff a b ru p tly  on a ll s ides a long a
scarp which has proved to be the line of a
defensive wall. There are huge quantities
of sherds to be found on the surface  of
the s ite . These range in date from
Chalcolith ic through Early, Middle, and Late
Bronze to Iron I and II, and a very few
Hellenistic. Roman, and Byzantine.
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What was the archaeological team looking
for? The problem which lies at the heart
of our continuing Investigation is the tension
which appears to have existed in this region
since an tiq u ity  between the processes of
se d e n ta riza tio n  on the one hand and
b e d o u in iza tio n  on the o the r. W hereas
sedentarization has to do with the gradual
establishm ent of v illages and towns whose
inhabitants engage in varying degrees in the
production prim arily of crops, bedouinization
has to do with the gradual reestablishm ent
of nom ad ic  or bedou in  fo o d -g e tt in g
s tra te g ie s  on p rev ious ly  cu ltiva te d  lands.
Wg are interested in the following questions.
What is the rate at which these processes
have o ccu rre d  w ith in  the p ro je c t area?
What are the b io p h ys ica l and w ider
s o c io -p o lit ic a l fa c to rs  w h ich a ffe c t th is
tens ion  and the ra te  at w h ich both
processes occur? What were the spec ific
structural arrangements which made possible
the persistence, during certain periods, of a
p a r t ic u la r  ba lance  between these two
processes?  What were the s p e c ific
structura l arrangem ents that made possible
or enhanced destabilization of this tension?
What are the identities of the various actors
who have played a part in the h is to r ic a l
dram a re p re se n te d  by these p rocesses?
Are any of them mentioned in the Bible or
other ancient sources?

To answer these and re lated problem s,
we in itia ted both s tra tig rap h ic  and surface
survey inqu iries centered at Tell eH U m eirl
but in c lu d in g  its  su rro u n d in g  env iro ns .
W hile the s tra tig ra p h ic  excavations during
the 1984 season were co n fin e d  to Te ll
e H U m e ir l (west) under the g e n e ra l
su p e rv is io n  of C h ie f A rc h a e o lo g is t Larry
Herr, the surface survey extended into the
su rro u n d in g  reg io n  under the g e n e ra l
supervision of Chief A n thropo log ist Oystein
LaB ianca. This sum m er it invo lved an
in te n s ive  survey of the ca tch m e n t area
w ith in  a 5km rad iu s  of the s ite . In a
m e th o d o lo g ica l in n o va tio n . both the
excavation on the te ll and the fie ld survey
u tilize d  ra n d o m ly -c h o s e n  squa res as a
co n tro l on th e ir  judgm ent sam ples. The
results fo r everyth ing that was d iscovered
were recorded on standardized form s that
a llow ed a ll data to be com puterized . A
prelim inary summary of these results follows.
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The Western Citadel: Field A
(This a cco u n t draws on the re p o rt of

F ie ld  S u pe rv iso r John Law lor who was
assisted by the following Square Supervisors
and th e ir  a sso c ia te s : 7K40 -  Anabel
Lazaro. Caryn B ro itm an ; 7K41 -  John
H ackw ell. Anne C raw ford ; 7K50 -  Jam es
F ish e r. E ls ie  P e te rson ; 7K51 -  Mary
Steratore, Glenn Montgomery.)

Field A was opened at the western end
of the flat summit in the expectation that a
gate or e n tra n ce  m igh t be d isco ve re d .
Instead all four squares soon came down
on what are apparen tly  the in te r io r  walls
and rooms of a large structure being called
the Western C itadel -  perhaps com parable
in fu n c tio n  and c e rta in ly  in date to
A lb r ig h t ’ s “W estern T ow er” at Te ll Beit
M irs im  (som e th ing  suggested  by Randy
Younker). It appears to date from Late Iron
II (ca. 7th cen tu ry  B.C.) a fte r which the
area was abandoned.

Two m ajor phases of construc tion  were
noted, each fo llow ed  by an ephem era l
phase. Both phases utilized basica lly  the
same p lan, had rough ly  s im ila r ly -s iz e d
rooms (e.g. 6.4 x 1.7m, 5.5 x 4.0m, 4.0 x
2.5m), and employed beaten earth surfaces.
On the f lo o rs  of the e a r lie r  Phase 2
b u ild in g  were found many sm ashed but
restorab le whole pots In addition to stone
b a llis ta , pounders , w he tstones, pendants,
figurines, fibulae, spindle whorls, a cosmetic
palette and spatula, etc. The walls of the
la te r Phase 1 bu ild ing , a re o rie n ta tio n  of
Phase 2. were not as well bu ilt nor were
the floors as well done.

The massive size of the bu ild ing 's  plan
and the width of the individual walls (up to
1.65m) in d ic a te  m ore than a dom e stic
fu n c tio n  fo r the s tru c tu re . W hether that
function was official, administrative, defense,
or som eth ing else can be more ce rta in ly
ascerta ined a fte r fu tu re  broader horizonta l
exposure.

The Western Defense: Field B
(This summary depends on the report of

F ie ld  S u pe rv iso r Doug C lark  who was
assisted by the following Square Supervisors
and the ir associates: 7J87 -  Lloyd W illis.
V ilm ar Gonzalez; 7J88 -  Kenneth Carlson.
My Louc E rhard ; 7J89 -  R ichard LaCom,
Gillian Geraty; 7J98 -  David Merling, Steven
Hawkins; 7K90 -  Helen Dates, Jean Gard.)

Tell el-AJmeiri is jo ined by a saddle on
the west to a rid g e  of h ills  ru n n in g

n o rth -s o u th . This to p o g ra p h ic a l fe a tu re
makes the te ll's  western slope the one most
vu ln e ra b le  to enem y assau lt. Our
assumption therefore was that this would be
the lo g ic a l p lace  to look fo r the tow n 's
defenses. The five squares opened up on
th is  s lope did indeed uncover some five
phases of the Iron 2 defenses and perhaps
an earlier one from Iron 1.

Field B provides a section  th rough the
w estern  s lope not fa r from  F ie ld  A. the
W estern C itade l. From  top to bottom  it
uncovered a number of interesting features.

At the sum m it were the rem a ins  of a
m assive m u d b rick  w a ll (p la tfo rm ?  tow er?
tum ble?) which appears to be Iron 1 (ca.
10th century B.C.) at the la test, though it
was reused in Iron 2, and which covers
nearly the entire square. The bricks were
e ith e r p u rpo se ly  la id  at ang les  d u rin g
construction or the ir current position Is the
result of fo rce fu l destruction. From some
five pits of varying sizes and shapes bu ilt
on or into this m udbrick construction  it is
app aren t tha t the la tte r is at least 1.4m
deep though probably much deeper.

At the crest of the h ill lay two para lle l
stone walls, possib ly a casem ate defense,
the outer wall being 2.0m wide. Above this
construction a storeroom destroyed In Early
iron  2 was found. The ro o m 's  con ten ts
included three la rge Iron 2 c o lla r-r im m e d
s to re ja rs  in s itu  (set in to  the e a rth e n
su rfa ce  supp orted  by c o b b le s ). • a
p e rfe c tly -p re s e rv e d  ju g le t whose flo a te d
contents were a few barley and flax seeds
(the ir la rge r than expected size in d ica ting
possibly irr iga tion  ag ricu ltu re ), and several
stone ba llis ta  in the ashy rem a ins of the
destroyed room. Outside this perimeter wall
on the dow nhill s ide an Im pressive  te rre
p isee g la c is  was found surm ounted by a
white c h ip p e d -narl layer held in p lace by
stone rows whose section  was pyram ida l.
The slope above this latter construction was
32 degrees; below it was 40 degrees. The
entire  g lac is  was at least 2.0m th ick and
may cover an earlier rampart below.

The Northern Terrace: Field C
(The results in this field are credited to

Field Supervisor James Battenfield who was
assisted by the following Square Supervisors
and th e ir  a sso c ia te s : 8L62 and 8L82 -
R ichard Davidson, Ross M ille r; 8L63 and
8L64 -  Robert M errill, Bryce Cole; 8L72 -
C laire Peachey. Hanan Azar, and Stephanie
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M erling ; 8L73 -  Zdravko S tefanovic. Rene
Stables.)

Striking features of the north slope of the
te ll in c lude  wall lines  o rig in a tin g  at both
eastern and western ends of the summit but
which gradually converge at the bottom of
the north  s lo pe  in the v ic in ity  of the
important spring already mentioned. In fact,
the w a lled  subu rb  may have been an
attem pt at some po in t to Inco rpo ra te  the
spring within the walls or at least to protect
it. Crossing this isosceles triang le-shaped
area is a p rom ine n t bedrock she lf which
co n ta in s  in its  eas te rn  end. ou ts id e  the
w a ll, what looks like  an Iron Age tom b.
Field C was laid out In such a way as to
section this bedrock shelf and whatever lay
below it.

The southern squares of the fie ld  came
down im m e d ia te ly  on the noted bed rock
shelf. The face contained anomalies but no
tomb or cave entrances -  possibly because
th is portion of the shelf was incorpora ted
within the walls. The terrace in front of (to
the north of) the shelf had evidently been
used fo r q u a rry in g . Most subsequen t
building remains had probably been robbed
fo r the excava to rs  found on ly b its  and
p ieces of w a lls , few su rfa ces  to go w ith
them , and m ostly  ev idence  of e ro s io n .
Some th e o rize d  th is  may have been the
path of a stairway from  the spring to the
summit. Just above bedrock quantities of
Early Bronze 1 pottery was found. Including
a whole juglet. There were also numerous
cupmarks In the bedrock

In the latest square to be opened to the
north, farthest down the slope, a substantial
reve tm ent wall or tower appeared, dating
possibly to Iron 1. or even the Late Bronze
Age. Only fu rth e r work w ill enable us to
make be tte r sense out of what has been
found in this field.

The Lower Southern Terrace: Field D
(F ie ld  S u p e rv iso r Larry M itche l was

re s p o n s ib le  fo r the excava tion  and
interpretation of the data summarized here,
along with the following Square Supervisors
and th e ir  a sso c ia te s : 7K76 -  M arilyn
M urray, Robert C o llin s ; 7K77 -  Steven
Boozer, Howard Krug; 7K86 -  Colin House,
Jason Mitchel; 7K87 -  Hans Curvers, Cheryl
Jacob.)

The broad southern slope of the te ll is
made up of several terraces. Field D was
opened up on the edge of the f la tte s t.

broadest (20 to 30m w ide), and lowest to
be occupied. It proved to be a dom estic
housing area from  the Early Bronze Age
(third millennium B.C.).

Some five phases of o ccu p a tio n  were
identified . Very little  of Phases 5 and 4.
the earliest phases reached, was exposed.
They appear to have walled rooms and may
date to EB III and IV. respectively, though It
is really premature to say.

Phase 3, possibly EB IV (ca. 2000 B.C.),
was the most thorough ly  preserved of the
excavated rem a ins. At least two houses
were b u ilt in to  sha llow  p its  some .50 to
,75m deep w ith h o rizo n ta l d im e n s io n s  of
approxim ate ly 4.0 x 4.0m. In both cases
the door s ills  and steps leading down into
the houses were p rese rved  and showed
wear patterns from ancient foot tra ffic . It
must nut be coincidental that both entrances
are opposite the wadi overlook, at protective
angles from the prevailing wind. Inside, the
houses had beaten earth floors where the
follow ing features were found: m ortars, a
s to n e -o u tlin e d  ash and refuse p it, a fine
flin t blade, and animal bones. In addition,
each floor had a stone base for a centra l
support p illa r placed approxim ate ly 1.6 to
1.8m e q u id is ta n t from  the e x te rio r w a lls .
O riginally these would each have supported
a wooden beam which in turn would have
supported  roo f ra fte rs  go ing  out to the
walls. Over the ra fte rs  reeds would have
been p laced, the im press ions of many of
them having been preserved in chunks of
the fallen plaster.

Phase 2. possibly MB I (post 2000 B.C.),
co n ta in e d  severa l w a lls  but no re a lly
cohe s ive  p lan em erged . The b its  and
tatters of Phase 1 dated to the Late Roman
and Byzantine Periods when the terrace was
probably used for Irrigation agriculture.

The Intensive Survey of the 'Umeiri Region
(F ie ld  S u pe rv iso r Robert B o lin g 's

prelim inary report and site list are the basis
fo r what fo llows. He was assisted in the
field by the following associates: Jon Cole,
survey e n g in e e r and h yd ro lo g is t; M ichae l
Alcorn, biological anthropologist and lith icist;
Randy Y ounker. z o o a rc h a e o lo g is t and
b o ta n is t; B ruce Cole, p h o to g ra p h e r;
M oham mad M ihyar and Hanan Azar,
tra n s la to rs ; and A llis o n  M cQ uitty,
ethnoarchaeologist.)

The work of the re g io n a l survey was
focused on a se ries  of ra n d o m ly -ch o se n
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200 x 200m squares within a 5km radius of
Tell e l- ’U m e iri, on s ite -se e k in g  w ith in  the
same territory, and on specialized studies by
various staff members. As the team carried
out their research they took special note of
c u rre n t pa tte rn s  of la n d -u s e  (e s p e c ia lly
w ater re so u rce s ) as well as p lan t
com m unities (especia lly in re lation to the ir
geographica l-environm enta l contexts). They
also ca rried  out num erous in terview s with
villagers and farmers whom they met.

The se a so n 's  goa l was to survey a
minimum of 30 random ly-se lected squares;
38 were a c tu a lly  surveyed. In te re s tin g ly
enough none were devo id of a r t ifa c ts .
V is its  to seve ra l of them  led the team
m em bers to o th e r s ite s , many of w h ich
would probably have been found no o ther
way. A site was defined as "a place where
one can find clustered evidence of ancient
handiwork." Some 55 sites were surveyed,
mapped, and cataloged. For two reasons
most of the s ite -se e k in g  was done in the
n o rth e rn  p o rtio n  of the 5 -k m -ra d iu s
intensive survey region: rap id ly-expand ing
urban growth in th is  reg ion aided by the
new A m m a n -In te rn a tio n a l A irp o rt Freeway
meant such archaeological evidence is fast
being destroyed; fu rtherm ore , much of the
sou the rn  ha lf of the survey re g io n  had
already been traversed by Robert Ibach 's
Hesban survey team in 1976.

Pottery was natura lly the most abundant
a r t ifa c t  found. A bsent or sca rce  were
sherds  from  the fo llo w in g  pe rio ds :
C h a lc o lith ic , M idd le  Bronze 1, P e rs ian ,
Hellenistic. Nabatean, Abbasid. Fatimld, and
O ttom an. Few sherds were found from
Middle Bronze 2. Late Bronze, and Modern.
The A yyub id /M am luk Period was secu re ly
represented but not abundantly so. Truly
num erous were sherds from  Early Bronze,
Iron 1 and 2, E arly and Late Roman,
Byzantine, and Umayyad. It is interesting to
note that where data Is most abundant the
p e rce n ta g e s  of c o rre la t io n s  between the
Ibach and B o ling  surveys are  c lo se ly
com p a ra b le . This re s u lt en g e n d e rs
confidence in the usefulness of both surveys
in c lu d in g  the m e th o d o lo g ic a lly  in nova tive
random sampling employed in 1984. Where
the fig u re s  are very d iffe re n t, i.e . the
H e lle n is tic  P eriod, the re  may be genu ine
h is to r lc a l/ te rr ito r ia l fac to rs  to accoun t fo r
them.

Among the many in te re s tin g  s ites

discovered, some w arrant specia l m ention.
P oss ib ly  the o ld e s t, la rg e s t, and r ic h e s t
Palaeolith ic site (no. 53) yet discovered in
Jordan was recognized first by Alcorn during
the sherdlng of an adjoining random square.
The firs t inhabitants may have been drawn
to the s ite  by a seasona l lake to the
southeast. Today virtually the entire 300 x
300m site Is under cultivation. Hundreds of
lith ic  artifacts were co llected in just a few
hours. A cco rd in g  to p re h is to r ia n s  G ary
R o lle fson  and Al S im m ons these  in c lu d e
A cheu lean handaxes (Lower P a la e o lith ic ),
p redo m inan tly  L a v a llo iso -M o u s te ria n  to o ls
(M idd le  P a la e o lith ic ). and som e
N e o llth ic /C h a lc o lith ic  spec im ens; no good
Upper Palaeolithic tools were recognized.

Opposite Tell eHUmeiri, on the summit of
the wooded h ill jus t to the south, a 12 x
12m Early Bronze watchtower (no. 2) was
found. It would have been needed by the
inhabitants of the slightly lower te ll to keep
track of what was going on in the Madaba
Plains.

N early  ha lf of the s ites  id e n tif ie d  are
c h a ra c te r iz e d  by sm a ll re c ta n g u la r  (but
sometimes round) "towers," with or w ithout
pe rim e te r walls and associa ted s tru c tu re s
(c is te rn s , w ine p resses, heaps of s tones
from field cleaning, etc.) and mostly dating
to the Iron Age (1200-500 B.C.). In most
cases these structures are too small (from
4.0 x 4.0m to 18 x 18m) or too p o o rly
located to serve a m ilitary function. On the
edge of what used to be forested ridges,
they com m and broad views of farm  fie lds
today and probably did so In an tiqu ity  as
well. They illus tra te  exceedingly well what
the husbandm an did in the Song of the
Vineyard in Isaiah 5:1-7.

From the Roman P eriod a h ith e rto
undiscovered station on T ra ja n 's  via nova
(no. 18) was Identified by remaining portions
of the anc ien t road and th ree  m ilestones
(uninscHbed) -  two of them in secondary
use. These are though t to es tab lish  the
rou te  of the via nova south of Amman
runn ing  to the east near Yadoude ra th e r
than to the west toward el-AI.

An im p re ss ive  co lu m b a riu m  (no. 39),
a r t if ic ia lly  carved out of the h ills id e , was
found , da tin g  p o ss ib ly  to the Byzantine
Period. More than 15m on a side, it was
composed of two chambers full of hundreds
of shallow niches for cinerary urns.

From the "C la ss ica l" P eriod, num erous
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ce m e te rie s  were d isco ve re d  in c lu d in g
hundreds of opened tom bs. Just to the
north of the tell a nearly completed ro lling
stone was identified  in a Roman/Byzantine
cemetery (no. 3). In another cemetery (no.
26) was a basalt stele carved in low relief;
It appears to depict a Stylite monk standing
before his "p illar.”

Pottery. Lithics. Objects
(Larry Herr was respons ib le  fo r pottery

processing assisted by Registrars Mary Ellen
Lawlor and Hester Thomsen and the help of
the Lawlor g irls : Karis. Nancy, and Rene;
many o the r vo lu n te e rs  were invo lved in
cutting, drawing, describ ing, reconstructing,
etc. M ichael A lcorn processed the lith ics .
and O bjects R egistra rs E lizabeth Platt and
S ieg fried  Horn, ass is ted  by Lotta G aster,
identified and cataloged all the small finds
which were drawn by Artist Peter Erhard.)

The range of pottery discovered on the
tell has already been mentioned. Because
of H e rr 's  move to Canada from  the
Philippines, its analysis Is not yet complete.
Nor has the ana lysis of the lith ics  rea lly
begun though it soon will.

Of some 500 objects found in addition to
numerous whole ceram ic pots, a fourth may
be c o n s id e re d  hou seho ld  ob jec ts :
m ills to n e s , g r in d e rs , m o rta rs , p es tle s ,
w he ts tones, kn ives, spoons, f l in t  to o ls ,
stoppers, rope stone weights, stone bowls,
e tc. Half are d iv ided  som ewhat equ a lly
am ong in d u s tr ia l o b je c ts  (sp ind le  w horls ,
sp ind les, loom w eights, weaving spatu las,
b u rn is h e rs . ch a in s , e tc .). weapons
(slingstones, m aceheads, and arrowheads),
and u n id e n tif ie d  ob je c ts . There are
s ign ifican t number of jewelry and cosm etic
items (beads, pendants, bangles, earrings,
cosm etic  pa lettes, m irro r, etc.) and cu ltic
objects (mostly figu rin es). The rem ainder
may be c la s s if ie d  as c lo th in g  (bu tton s ,
fibulae, pins), toys (cart wheels), agricultural
im plem ents (stone hoe), and m iscellaneous
(shells, glass, coins, ostraca, scarabs, seals,
and seal im p re ss io n s ). T og e th e r these
o b je c ts  b e a u tifu lly  il lu s tra te  life  in Old
Testam ent tim es (p rim arily  the Bronze and
Iron Ages).

The s in g le  o b je c t tha t caused the
grea test s tir  was found by Lloyd W illis  in
the sift from soil ner the m ound's surface
in a random square. He passed it to his
superv isor. Doug C lark, who handed it to
his colleague. Larry M itchel, who happened

by. M itche l re co g n ize d  is as in s c rib e d .
Within a couple of days Larry Herr had a
de fin itive  reading: Im lk m - ’ wr c bd b c I—ysF
("be long ing to M ilkom - J or, prim e m in is te r
lite ra lly  servant of B a c a l-ya sh a c  "). The
Am monite sc rip t and design In the center
(a winged scarab flanked by two standards
surmounted by crescent moons) are typical
of the 7 th /6 th  ce n tu ry  B.C. The
identification of this Ammonite king with that
of Baalis m entioned in Jerem iah 40:14 is
v ir tu a lly  ce rta in  m aking our find the f irs t
ex tra -b ib lica l confirm ation of this h is torica l
personage. The variation in the spelling of
the name is in te re s tin g  and w ill be the
s Jbject of H err's forthcom ing artic le on the
find.

Scientific and Logistic Support
From the fo re g o in g  it is obvious tha t

o ther key personne l. In add ition  to those
a lre a d y  m en tion ed , were invo lved in the
endeavor, som etim es on the te ll or in the
re g io n , but m ore o ften  in the lab or
headquarters camp. Relations with some 50
local workmen and numerous governmental
au thorities were eased with the assistance
of Department of Antiquities Representatives
Hefzl Haddad and Hanan Azar.

The pho tog ra phy  team  was headed by
Don May with the assistance all summer of
Larry Coyle and Jonathan Hearon. Robert
A rtm an deve loped a v ideo p rogram  in
a d d itio n  to h is t im e -c o n s u m in g  ro le  as
handyman/engineer.

Glenn Johnson supervised the preparation
of a topograph ica l map, the laying out of
the grid, and the recording of arch itectura l
finds, with the assistance of Merling Alomia.
Raschel Barton, and Robert Loos.

Though LaBianca set up the ecology lab
fo r the p ro ce ss in g  of an im a l bones (by
Randy Younker and Larry R ich), p lan t
remains (by Randy Younker), seeds (Yvonne
Hackwell), etc., it was Patsy Tyner who ran
it. C laire Peachey assisted in the area of
geology. James Brower built and operated
the com puter system used at camp where
he en te red  the fie ld  data and p rov ided
supervisors with integrated locus printouts.

David M erling headed a camp staff that
provided everyone else with crucia l service.
Rachael Hallock presided over the kitchen
w ith the help of M yrtle  M ille r, E lv ira
F e rre ira , and the youn ger H ackw ells :
N a ta lie . B ronw yn, and Andrew , not to
mention many volunteers. Nursing service
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was provided throughout by Jean Gard and
p h ys ic ia n s  who took tu rn s  were Erwin
Syphers and Gary Frykman. The la tte r 's
fam ily (Annette Frykman and sons Gregory,
Philip, .and Eric) all volunteered on the tell
as did ce rta in  re s id e n ts  of Amman from
time to time. Lloyd Willis acted as chaplain
and JoAnn Davidson did secretarial work.

Special Thanks
D espite  the hard work of each s ta ff

member coordinated so well by Larry Herr
and O ystein LaB ianca e s p e c ia lly , the
expedition would not have m ateria lized had
it not been fo r the financ ia l assistance of
Andrews University and the California Society
fo r A rc h a e o lo g ic a l Research (Ed D is tle r,
president; John Cassell, secretary; Bernard
B ra n d s ta te r, T re a su re r; and C harles
A nderson , Harold B a iley, B arry C rab tree ,
tru s te e s ) a long  w ith num erous p riva te
donors. Among the la tte r the substantia l
g ifts  of Vern and B arba ra  Jean e a rn e r,
Gary S tanhiser, Thomas and Hazel Geraty,
Ron G era ty. and Gary Frykm an m ust be
singled out. Worthington Foods through the
good offices of its President. A llan Buller,
p rov ided  the s ta ff w ith co m p lim e n ta ry
textured protein products for the season.

The o ffice rs  and staff of the Am erican
Schools of O riental Research and its local
a ffilia te , the A m erican Center of O rien ta l
Research in Amman prov ided in va lu a b le
a ss is ta n ce ; the la t te r 's  d ire c to r ,  David
M cCreery, and adm in is tra to r, Laura Hess,
must be particularly mentioned.

O thers w ith in  the co u n try  of Jo rdan
without whom the excavation would not have
com e o ff were P rin ce  Raad ibn Zeid.
Director-General of Antiquities Adnan Hadidi.
and B us inessm an /S cho la r Raouf Abujaber.
As landowner of cUmeiri, the latter went out
of his way in tim e , e ffo rt,  and f in a n c ia l
assistance to assure our success.

Conclusion
For a f irs t  season of work at a brand

new site we have every right to be pleased
and proud fo r what coopera tive  team work
has accomplished. Have we found what we
set out to look for, in terms outlined in the
in tro d u c tio n ?  We have c e rta in ly  made a
good s ta rt. By ado p ting  an a n a ly tic a l
perspective  which focused a tten tion  on a
c e n tra l co n ce rn  of life  in our re g io n ,
namely, peop le 's  quest for food, we have
observed changes and p a tte rn in g  in
settlement, landuse, ecological relationships.

architecture, artifacts, waterworks, etc. -  all
interrelated and influenced by shifts in food
procurement strategies. We have begun to
trace the waxing and waning of settlements
and their relationship to this key ingredient
of life. Even who the actors on this stage
were is beginning to come clearer. Current
plans call for continu ing fie ldwork In 1986.

NEW ASSISTANT CURATOR AT THE HORN
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM

David M e rlin g . a d o c to ra l s tu d e n t in
a rch a e o lo g y  and a ss is ta n t e d ito r of the
NEWSLETTER is the new assistant curator of
the Horn A rch a e o lo g ica l Museum. David
has visited the Kelsey Museum at the Uni­
versity of Michigan and the Oriental Institute
at the University of Chicago to learn more
about the d e ta ils  of ca rin g  fo r the d a ily
o p e ra tio n  of an a rc h a e o lo g ic a l m useum .
A lready he has im p lem ented a po licy  fo r
the handling of objects which is very timely
as study continues on objects brought back
from the first season of the Madaba Plains
Project in Jordan.

J. B jornar S to rfje ll. the form er assistant
curator has been named Seminary Librarian
at Andrews University. He has been in that
position since August 1984. Bjornar contin­
ues with his teaching responsibilities in the
Seminary and as editor of the NEWSLETTER.

PLATT AND STORFJELL WILL CONDUCT
WORKSHOPS ON ARCHAEOLOGY

The N a tiona l Executive C om m ittee  of
United Presbyterian Women has invited Dr.
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Elizabeth E. P latt to lead in the tr ie n n ia l
meetings held at Purdue University in July,
1985. Dr. Platt will teach three workshops
on a rch a e o lo g y  and the B ib le  as an
educational feature of the national meetings.
A ttendan ce  is be ing  expanded to
accom odate 6,000 delegates— one thousand
more than in the years before the uniting
of the two Presbyterian bodies. The week
of Ju ly 17 to 22 fa lls  w ith in  E liza b e th 's
scheduled vacation when she will be doing
re se a rch  at the Horn A rc h a e o lo g ic a l
Museum in M ich igan , a few h o u rs ' d rive
from  Purdue. She w ill be able to make
use of m ateria ls and exhibits from the two
excavations housed at the museum, both of
which she has pa rtic ip a te d  In. E lizabeth
has long been ac tive  in the U n ited
Presbyterian Women's organization and the ir
mission work. She was on the Bible study
panel for the plenary sessions In 1979 and
th is tim e attends as M in ister of Education
from  the Presbyterian Church in W estfield,
New Jersey.

Dr. J. B jo rn a r S to r fje ll w ill co n d u c t a
th ree -day  sem inar on archaeology and the
B ib le at T yrlfjo rd  V lderegaende Skole just
outside of Oslo, Norway from December 28
to Decem ber 30, 1984. The S eventh-day
Adventist church In east Norway frequently
spon so rs  se m in a rs  fo r c le rg y  and o th e r
professionals during the Christmas holidays.
The topic this year will be "Archaeology and
the Bible." B jornar Is a native of Norway
and an alumnus of Tyrlfjord.

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL-TIME
AGAIN

With the a rr iv a l of the m onth of
December the Horn Archaeological Museum
begins Its annual membership program. As
in the past we w ill give our sponsors an
opportun ity  to con tribu te  fin a n c ia lly  to the
operation of our programs.

A su b s c r ip tio n  to the NEWSLETTER is
$7.50. Museum m em bersh ip fa lls  into six
categories as follows:

1. Participating Member $10-24
2. Contributing Member $25-49
3. Sustaining Member $50-99
4. Sponsor $100-499
5. Patron $500-999
6. Benefactor $1,000 and over
Your m embership contribu tion  is tax de­

ductib le and we ask you to consider ca re ­
fully the benefits th is alone can bring you
as the tax year Is com ing  to a c lo se .
Your support has always been appreciated
in the  past and we w ill co n tin u e  to be
grateful for the renewal of your membership.

Siegfried H. Horn Archaeological Museum

Andrews University
Berrien Springs, Michigan 49104
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